
Faith & Belief 
World Religions 



Understanding 

Major Religions 

in Southwest 

Asia (Middle East)  



There are three major 
religions in Southwest 
Asia (Middle East) 

Christianity 

Judaism 

Islam 

How are Judaism, Christianity, and Islam similar /different? 



All three religions believe that there is only one God, a 
belief that is called monotheism. 
 
From Greek Mono = single + theos = a god 













Judaism 
ĻDistribution 
14 Million 
Adherents 
 
ĻMost live in the 
U.S., Europe, and 
Israel. 



Basics 
ĻEstablished 2000 BCE (BC) 
ĻThe first monotheistic religion. 
ĻOriginated in Israel 
ĻHoly Book = Torah 
ĻFounder = Abraham  





ÅDistribution 
Å2 billion followers 
ÅMost prominent religion in the world 



 

  
  

Basics 
ĻBegan in 33 CE (AD) 
ĻAlso originated in Jerusalem, Israel 
ĻTeachings of Jesus Christ 
ĻHoly Book = Bible 
 





Islam 
Distribution 
Ļ1.2 billion adherents 
ĻPracticed mostly in the Middle East, Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and North Africa 



ÅBegan in 622 CE (AD) 

ÅOriginated in Saudi Arabia 

ÅMecca 

ÅFounder = Muhammad 

ÅHoly Book=  Quran  

ÅGod = Allah  

Å5 Pillars  

Basics 





5 Misconceptions of Islam  
1. Muslims donõt believe in Jesus. 

2. Most Muslims are Arabs. 

3. Islam oppresses women. 

4. Muslims are terrorists. 

5. Islam is intolerant of  other faiths. 





ĶThere is only one God, but endless are his 
aspects and endless are his namesķ 

Hinduism 



ÅOldest major religion 

ÅMajority of  Hindus live in India and Nepal 

Å900 Million Adherents  

ÅNo single founder 

ÅPolytheistic ð Belief  in many gods 

 

 


